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It was a long and cold winter. I am sure there were moments 
when you enjoyed the beauty of winter. Hopefully you had a great 
Christmas holiday. Perhaps you had a chance to skate on a frozen 
lake and could experience a sense of freedom as you were sliding 
not confined by the boundaries of a skating rink. Anyway, winter has 
ended and we can see how nature is being transformed: buds appear 
on branches, the grass gets greener etc.  Spring is here.

We would like to help you get into „spring mood” by bringing 
you the next issue of our magazine. We hope you will enjoy reading 

about the traditions of different nations and religions, reading about films, music, 
theatre, hobbies, sport and others. Jump at the chance and improve your English: do 
the exercises, puzzles, enjoy the jokes and forget about your problems: it’s spring!

Foreword



3English Quiz: Round 3

Chose the correct answers.
1.   How did Arthur become king?
A. He pulled the Sword from the Stone.
B. The people drew straws to determine the king.
C. He was kind to everyone and they unanimously chose him to be king.
D. He was the only person in the land to marry a queen.
2. Who made the brave encounter with the Green Knight?
A. Sir Gawain
B. Sir Gareth
3. Who was known to be the „best knight”?
A. Sir Gawain
B. Sir Galahad
C. Sir Lancelot
D. None of the above
4. Who was Arthur’s half-sister and enemy?
A. Cinderella
B. Morgan le Fay
C. Mordred
D. Morgause
5. Merlin is a Warlock.
A. True
B. False
6 . Who is the son of Morgause?
A. Mordred
B. Lancelot
C. Galahad
D. Sir Bedivere

The Annual English Quiz 
is coming soon

It’s never too late to 
earn some extra points!

Give the 
answers to 
your English 

teacher

See you at the Quiz
on 26th April



4 Holidays in Spring
The sun is shining, flowers are blooming and birds are singing. Spring is here.
Let’s look at some special days of the season and see what we can say about them in English.

revolution - forradalom
uprising - felkelés
Independence -függetlenség
demand - követelés
diet - országgyűlés

A National Holiday: March 15th
We celebrate March 15th, the  day of the Hungarian Revolution and 
War of Independence of 1848-49. 
What happened on March 15th, 1848?
1848 was a hectic year in Europe. Revolutions and uprisings broke 
out in France, Italy, Vienna and it spread to Hungary as well. Hungary 
at that time was part of the Habsburg empire. The emperor was 
also the king of Hungary, Ferdinand V at that time. He did not grant  
the demands of the Hungarian representatives at the national diet. 
Encouraged by the uprisings in Paris and Vienna, young radicals 
(including poets and writers eg. Sándor Petőfi, Mór Jókai) wrote 
a list of 12 Points demanding democratic rights (such as freedom 
of the press and the liberation of political prisoners) and political 
changes (own government, bank etc.) in Hungary. Petőfi composed 
a powerful poem: the “National Song”. 
On the morning of March 15th, these young people gathered at 
Café Pilvax wearing red-white-green ribbons, and went to various 
places in town (including the National Museum) joined by more and 
more people.
Although the king accepted the demands first (April Laws), a few 
months later the Austrian army attacked the Hungarians. A war 
of independence started. After almost a year of fights, aided by 
the Russian army, the Habsburgs (Francis Joseph I) managed to 
defeat the Hungarian army. Nevertheless, the uprising paved the 
way toward establishing the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 
1867, granting this country partial independence from the Austrian 
Empire.
 

There are commemorations and family programs in Budapest and 
the rest of the country. People wear the national tricolours of 
Hungary and they wear tricolour cockades pinned to their clothes.

aid - segít
defeat - legyőz
paved the way - utat készít
compromise - kiegyezés
partial - részleges



5Easter

A Family Holiday: Mother’s Day

We have a day for the mothers on the first Sunday of May. It is called 
Mother’s Day. Children give special presents (for example flowers 
and homemade things) to their mothers.
This holiday originates from the United States, where a woman 
called Anne Jarvis created it in memory of her mother  in 1908. It 
became an official U.S. holiday in 1914. It was not until 1925 that 
people started to celebrate it in Hungary.
It has different dates in different countries, in the US, for example, 
they celebrate it on the second Sunday of May. Anna Bálinger (12.d)

Easter is the first holiday celebrated by the followers of Jesus, as 
it is the day of his resurrection.
The Church set a period of preparation for this big celebration: it 
is called Lent.
In Lent, people are called to repentance and fasting. It is well 
symbolised by the ceremonies of the first day of Lent, Ash 
Wednesday. The priest draws a cross our forehead reminding us 
to the reality of death and the need to repent.
On Fridays, Catholics do not eat meat. There are strict rules for 
fasting on Ash Wednesday, the first day and Good Friday, the last 
day of Lent.
Good Friday is the day when Jesus Christ died on the cross for 
mankind. He was buried, but he rose from the dead on the third 
day, i.e. on Sunday morning (night).
On Easter Sunday we go to the church. The liturgy is beautiful on 
these days. It is full of symbols.  After the church service we go 
home and we eat ham with boiled eggs. 
On Easter Monday men and boys visit their relatives and friends 
and sprinkle women and girls with water or nowadays only with 
perfume. They get chocolate or painted eggs for it. This is a Hun-
garian tradition.

Resurrection - feltamadas
Lent - Nagyböjt
repentance- bűnbánat
fasting - böjtölés
forehead - homlok
Rising - felemelkedes
Crucifixion - keresztrefeszites



6

Traditions are all around us. In our lives we are exposed to different traditions of cultures of every 
kind. However, the central question here comes: Do we recognize how important and interesting 
they could be? No, probably we don’t. To answer this question, I will begin by taking a closer look 
at this topic, which is going to be Passover Seder. 

Passover is a Jewish holiday which commemorates the exodus of the Jews from Egypt. This 
holiday is rooted in the Torah and its official name is Pesach.  Basically it is one of the most 
organized and eventful feasts and its highlight is definitely the Seder night.

It’s a well-known fact that before a great dinner we should 
thoroughly clean our home. Well, that’s what happens before Seder. 
Its traditional Hebrew name is Chametz, which is a lot more than a 
normal cleaning but very difficult to explain – it would certainly make 
this article too long. After the cleaning process, people prepare and 
upholster the festive table and then comes the Seder.

Our family celebrates the Seder and let me tell you that it is a lot of 
fun. What I mean is a massive hangover – no, I’m just kidding, but 
undeniably wine is an important part of the dinner. However, it is not 
the most important part. What matters is that there is something 
which makes us connected and it is worth it.

At the Seder every person should feel that he or she was going out of Egypt. After creating the 
right atmosphere in the room with a story about the patriarchs, the Seder starts. It consists of 15 
steps - let me share some interesting facts with you:

• During the holy dinner we need to drink four glasses of 
kosher wine.

• While we drink the wine and eat the matzah* we should lean 
left, which means that Jews are not slaves anymore.

• During the dinner we should wash our hands many times, 
which has a practical meaning – children will learn how to be 
thorough and hygienic.

• We eat knotweed* which is not very tasty but it has a meaning too. It refers to the  
forefathers, who had to eat that.

• The warm dinner is one of the last things during the night, which has advantages and 
disadvantages as well. The good part is that we are quite hungry at that point of the Seder 
(we are literally starving), and the bad part is that after four glasses of wine we are so 
“happy” that controlling our feelings is not the easiest thing.

• There are a lot of blessings. The last blessing takes part after the dinner and then we sing a 
few songs and drink the last glass of wine.

• There are two major greetings. The proper one is “Chag Sameach!” which means “Happy 
Holiday!” and the second one is said at the end of the night which is “Leshanah haba’ah 
b’Yerushalayim” – it means „Next year in Jerusalem”.

A Night to Remember

Traditions



7Passover Seder

commemorate - megemlékezik
exodus - kivonulás
matzah - macesz, keletlen kenyér
lean - hajol, dől
slave - rabszolga
knotweed - keserűfű
forefathers - ősatyák
blessing - áldás

I started to write this article with a little bit of 
curiosity and let me tell you it was a lot of fun to 
accomplish. Understanding different traditions and 
habits can give us a broader understanding and 
greater knowledge. Besides these, we can preserve 
traditions as well as have fun. It is worth, isn’t it?

Domonkos Kárpáti (12.d)

My family and our friends during Seder 
night last year

Some other Jewish holidays

NOTE: All Jewish holidays begin the evening before the date specified on most calendars. This is 
because a Jewish „day” begins and ends at sunset, rather than at midnight.

Rosh Hashanah
The Jewish New Year is a holiday marked by festive meals with foods symbolizing hopes for the 
new year—such as apples dipped in honey for a sweet new year and pomegranates for a year 
of plenty—and a day spent in prayer or quiet meditation.

Yom Kippur
Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement is the most solemn 
holiday of the Jewish year. Many spend the day in synagogue 
devoted to prayer and study while abstaining from food and 
drink. The goal is to begin the New Year with a clean slate.

Hanukkah
It is an 8–day Jewish winter festival. It celebrates the miracle of a 
small cruse of oil when it burned for 8 days, instead of only one. 
It also celebrates the military victory of the Jewish Maccabees 
over the powerful Syrian Greek army in 167 BC. The victory was 
followed by a rededication (Hanukkah) of the Jewish Temple in 
Jerusalem.

dip - márt
pomegranates - gránátalma
atonement - engesztelés
abstaining - megtartóztatás
clean slate - tiszta lap
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The village gets a new prefect. On his first day he has to listen to all the inhabitants telling him 
about their problems. However, he behaves rudely with the director of the theatre company. In 
his anger, the director promises the prefect that he will send his actors and he will not be able 
to recognise which person is a real complainant and which one is just an actor. Accidentally, the 
director takes the list of the complainants from the prefect’s desk and the result is chaos.

The fourth-year acting class of the University of Theatre and Film Arts improvised scenes on 
the topics of the original play. In the first part of the performance you can see the play itself, 
and in the second part their own improvised scenes are shown. The scenes are full of real life 
situations and you laugh at yourself because you have been in such situations at least once in 
your lifetime. You are presented with interesting thoughts of our time and society, and they 
make you think all the way home.

In sum, the play is thoughtful and funny at the same time, and the young actors are just brilliant.
Director: Gábor Zsámbéki
In the main roles: Attila Lestyán (De Caro, the prefect), Tamás Kovács (Giacomo 

Squittierri, the secretary) and Dávid Vizi (Campese, the director of the theatre)
Upcoming dates: 12nd March, 15:00; 22nd March, 22:30 at Ódry Színpad

Eduardo De Fillippo: The Art of Comedy
L’arte della commedia
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Andy Weir was a computer programmer when he started to upload this novel on his blog. 
Readers asked him to publish it as a novel because they wanted to buy it. So the writer published 
The Martian in 2011 and the printed version of the novel debuted at 12th place on The New York 
Times bestseller list.

The main character, Mark Watney is an astronaut and 
he arrived in Mars with his fellows 6 days ago (well, 
6 sols* ago). There was a dust storm and Mark got 
separated from his mates. They thought he was dead 
(because an antenna slammed into his spacesuit) so 
they left him on the Mars. But „He’ll survive this. I 
don’t know how, but he will.”

Mark has more and more problems and many times it seems he will die. NASA, on the Earth, 
doesn’t know that he is alive and the next mission will start only in 4 years… Mark has enough 
food for only 400 sols but he will be there for 1425 days. And there are other big problems: 
how to get oxygen and how to get rid of carbon-dioxide. Mark has an oxygenator** but will it 
function as it should?

The story is gripping and modern. The writer knows many things about the NASA and the 
astronauts. We can see everything as if we were one of the workers of NASA.

Ridley Scott directed the movie from this book which was shot in Hungary and Jordan. It was 
premiered in 2015 at Toronto International Film Festival and nominated different awards, 
including Golden Globe and the Academy Awards.

* 1 sol is 1 day and 39 minutes
** oxygnator: oxygenerator generates oxygen from carbon-dioxide

The Martian
by Andy Weir

Some customer reviews from moly.hu: 

• I love this book, hug it, kiss it and I want to marry it! So beautiful and 
good! Interesting, I understand even the part of Chemistry and Physics, 
although they differ from the Hungarian. The  characters are lovely and 
the story is inspiring. @ParaGirl

• Excellent book! It was such an amusement to read it that at the end I 
wanted to start it again. @blanka90

• It’s a modern Robinson Crusoe with a little Saving Private Ryan. @
risingsun

• It’s a real mission impossible book. I read it in only 2 days. @hhgygy

And here is a question for you:

Who played the main character, Mark Watney in the film?
If you know the answer send it to our email address (4Uszmg@gmail.com)

Júlia Ricsováry-Takács (12.d)
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My Favourite Films - TOP 5

The film, which is often quoted, made Steven Spielberg 
famous in Hollywood. Yes, this is the Jaws, which had 
been predicted a disastrous future, but it has become a 
lucrative movie with record-breaking revenues. (It held 
the record for two years, until the debut of Star Wars.)
In the film, a shark terrorizes a small town, and therefore 
a manhunt is launched against it. How could it become 
a classic? The answer lies in the atmosphere. Spielberg 
was very good at using suspense as a technique. The film 
remains tense from the beginning to the end. 
The film was made with little money, so the shark is not 
shown much (it is said that the mechanical shark did not 
work properly), but throughout the film we feel that it 
is there somewhere nearby, and can attack any time. In 
addition to the suspense very well managed,  we must 
make note of the soundtrack, which was composed by 
John Williams. The two together produce an effect that 
only very few films have. 

5. JAWS (1975)

It is the best animated film ever made, and it’s not just my 
opinion, but it is a fact. In general, adults go to see an 
animated film because their kids want to see it.  They will be 
patient because the kids love it. Now, the opposite is true for 
the film WALL-E. It is one of the few animated films that I love 
as an adult as much as a child. 
WALL-E brings pure entertainment for all ages. The characters 
are very lovable, and if we have eyes and ears, we can notice a 
few cinematic allusions as well.
WALL-E is one of the few films that have the ability to make 
you laugh, cry and feel disgusted at the same time.

4. WALL-E (2008)

THE WAR MOVIE. This is not a misprint, but a fact. Oliver Stone’s film became 
my eternal piece, because unlike many films it is able to show what war is like. 
There are no heroes, only people you know, and you can decide if you like 
them or not. The film is largely autobiographical, so I had a feeling that it had 
really happened. I have felt it with other movies as well, but never so strongly.
Stone picked great actors for the roles. The film stars Charlie Sheen, Willem 
Dafoe and Tom Berenger, who portrays his character without exaggeration. 
The film won the Academy Award for Best Picture in 1986, and Best Director 
for Oliver Stone. 

3. PLATOON (1986)
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2. BLADE RUNNER (1982)

1. TRUMAN SHOW (1998)

When I watched this movie, I was so impressed that I had it on my 
mind for days. It was clear immediately that it was the best film I 
had ever seen. I would not have thought it was a Jim Carrey movie 
I was going to find the best - make no mistake, I like him - but when 
I started watching, it was not at all what I had expected. I got much 
more because the film is terribly intelligent. 
It is the story of Truman Burbank, a man whose life is followed in a 
television series, which he is not aware of, since the series started 
when he was a baby. One day this little world begins to fall apart 
nicely, and Truman becomes suspicious. He claimed that the film is 
smart. It is. Many times, viewers learn about the notches, making 
it a rather unique effect of the film, namely, that we become 
participants of the events. 
The movie is a great example of social criticism, coupled with often 
funny, yet thought-provoking parts. What is more: the drop the 
word dialogues are sensational. At the end of the film the dialogue 
taking place between Truman and the series creator conversation is the best I have ever heard. 
The Truman show’s message is perhaps more timely today than it was in 1998, which is why I 
recommend to everyone.

Márton Szakos (12.d)

Ridley Scott’s film was first dismissed by critics saying it is 
incomprehensible. Later, however, Scott got the opportunity 
to establish its own version, and it all took off. The film has 
become a classic, the flagship of sci-fi genre.
The film is set in the not so distant future - specifically in 2019 
- and the streets are dirty and dark, the buildings are futuristic 
and beautiful. People have created the best robots, called 
replicants. However, due to a rebellion replicants are banned 
from the Earth, and those who do come back are hunted down 
by a special police squad (Blade Runners). 
The main character, Rick Deckard is a burned-out expert Blade 
Runner, who gets involved in a relationship with a replicant 
making him question the whole system. In a nutshell, it is much 
of the story. 

Why is it such a good film? First of all, it is really spectacular! It means that I am happy to set some 
shots from the film as the wallpaper on my computer. Then those dialogues! At the end of the 
film they say the film history’s most memorable dialogue. The characters, suffice it to say, are 
written perfectly, namely everyone can identify with them (even with the replicants). The story 
line is a bit slow, but for those who love thought-provoking films, it is a must-see.



12 Eating Out
Amber’s French Bakery

„Paris is a notion. A sensation of life. This is exactly where the 
idea’s been conceived, that Budapest would also deserve a place 
that incarnates the French world in every detail, where everything 
seems like being in Paris.” - this is how they start to tell their own 
story on their website.
We first heard about the place from a friend who used to work 
there. She was so thrilled with the French croissant the shop made 
that we thought we would visit the place as soon as possible.
On a Saturday morning when the weather was rainy and our mood 
was terrible, we decided to change the course of the day as we 
did not want to waste any time with feeling down. So we walked 
down to Amber’s  French Bakery, which is situated in Fővám tér, opposite the beautiful building 
of the Great Market Hall. It overlooks the square and the view is exactly like that of a French 
street. We have heard that it was opened only two years ago and has become really popular with 

young people, Hungarians and foreigners alike.
They serve bakery products (baguettes, fougassets, ciabattas etc), 
confectionary items (e.g.  eclers, pies, tarts); sandwiches, salads, 
soups and drinks (coffee, tea, smoothies, lemonades).
We had hot sandwiches with cheese, sour cabbage and smoked 
ham. The forest fruit hot tea was a perfect match for it. For an hour 
we forgot about the fact that we were in Hungary. We felt like two 
French teenagers.

Although the prices are a bit high, we both think that it is a good choice. If you want a place 
where you can escape from the boring weekdays and where you can just talk (or gossip) with 
your best friend, Amber’s is for you. 

Luca Reibl & Dóra Kacskovics (12.d)

Location: 

1056 Budapest Fővám tér 5.

(opposite the Great Market Hall)

M4 Fővám tér

Opening hours:

Monday-Sunday: 8:00 - 21:00
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A Brand New Band: Úrfi

Úrfi started as Bence Száraz’s (Vocal and lead guitar) one man project. The first single „Sáskák” 
came out in the beginning of 2016 and it got really positive feedback. It was chosen to be amongst 
the „100 Best Hungarian Music Videos”.
In the spring of 2016 Péter Biró joined Bence as a bassist, making Úrfi a band. As he arrived the 
recording sessions began for the first LP called „Koszorúk” produced by Gábor Nóniusz.
The next milestone for Úrfi was this March when they released their next music video „Pszicho” .

Despite their humble beginnings, 
Úrfi quickly gained ground and was 
featured on M2 Petőfi TV and radio 
with the premiere of „Pszicho”.

About their music: Úrfi consider themselves as playing mostly mainstream music with serious 
content. Úrfi’s songs are usually about problems that most people face throughout their lives. 
Though you might ask why they write only melancolic songs. Bence gave the following answer: 
„Writing songs about sad things and my failures and misery helps me to better cope with them”. 
Bence also added „Everybody can write happy songs.”
The last time you could see Úrfi was on March 9th, Thursday in Kuplung Bar, where they gave a 
phenomenal show. 
If you want to know more about Úrfi and their concert dates you should follow their Facebook.
The mentioned music videos can be found on YouTube. 



14 Hobbies
Beekeeping

I have been working with bees for half a year, and I am 
so much interested in it that in the future I would like to 
continue. It is not an easy job as many people think. If 
you want to be productive you have to work with them a 
lot. It can be quite demanding because it depends on the 
weather conditions and there are a lot of other obstacles. 
Nevertheless, it is a beautiful job and who does it falls in love 
with it. So let me share a few things about bees.
Food production depends greatly on bees and the work of 
other insects. A little more than 78% of agricultural plants are 
pollinated by bees. By the 1990s, the number of bees had 
decreased significantly due to the widespread use of spray 
and pesticide materials. Thus, a pollinization crisis evolved. 
There were regions where if farmers wanted to have fruit or vegetables, they had to pollinate 
the plants manually.
Pesticides do not kill bees. Bees die because their smell changes if they are accidentally sprayed. 
Each bee family has a distinctive smell. It helps them decide who is from the same family. If the 
smell changes, they are not allowed to enter the hive. So they die in front of the door. Someone 
told me that two years ago two of his families died because of this. On a larger scale, more 
than 10 thousand bees might die every year as a result of the irresponsible use of pesticides. 
Some beekepers assume that if bees become extinct, we will follow them some years later. It is 
probably true. 
Nowadays, in our country the number of bees is higher than ever. However, it can also be a 
problem. For example, in a big city diseases can spread faster than in a town. It is also true for 
bees. Unfortunately due to the many incompetent and irresponsible bee keepers, diseases kill 
a lot of bees. As these diseases spread fast, well-kept bees become victims as well. The farmer 
who has been teaching me about beekeping told me that about 30 years ago he had to burn 50 
families because the disastrous illness called American foulbreed was diagnosed in his apiery. 
There is no other way to fight with it. Because of the same sickness, the regions of Csákvár, 
Gödöllő and Vál were in quarantine last year.

On the whole, beekeeping is in a crisis now, there are a lot of problems: 
diseases, pests, pollution enhanced by human activity. Nevertheless, it is a 
really beautiful job so I can just recommend it to everyone. It is true there 
are many risk factors but if you are smart and you do your job as well as 
you can, then probably you won’t have many problems.

Örs Tulipán (12.d)
pollinate - beporoz

pesticide - növényvédőszer
hive - kaptár
apiary - méhészet
irresponsible - felelőtlen
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The most popular competition of athletic games is the 100-metre dash. It is an outdoor sprint 
race on a special track. This sport doesn’t need a lot of equipment just training shoes and of 
course spikes. However, great technique and a good condition is inevitable. But who are „the 
fastest runners in the world”? The current (2017) world record in men 100-metre is 9.58 seconds, 
set by Usain Bolt (JAM) in Berlin 2009. Women are just a bit slower by only 1 second, the world 
record was set by Florence Griffith (USA) at 10.49 and it has been unbroken since 1988.
With the appearance of the stopwatch the races were recorded manually. Nowadays it is 
considered as an obsolete method, electronic timers are much better and this method has been 
used since 1964. It was at the Tokyo Olympics where the automatic timer was used for the first 
time. The really first man who broke the magic 10.00 seconds in the Olympic Games was Jim 
Hines with 9.95 in Mexico city 1968. 
There is an unbelievable short movie on the 
internet about all the medalists of Olympic Games 
since 1896, the first modern Olympics. I would like 
to highlight an interesting fact from this video. 
The fastest 8-year-old child in the USA nowadays 
is barely slower than the bronze medalist in 1896, 
the difference is just one second. A 15-year-old 
adolescent would be the bronze medalist in the 
1980 Olympics with 10.27 seconds.
Do you think that Hungarians have never won the 100-metre in the Olympic games race? In fact, 
there was a Hungarian athlete in history called Alajos Szokolyi. At the first games in Athens in 
1896 he won the bronze medal with 12.6 seconds. He was born in Rónicz, Kingdom of Hungary 
(now Slovakia). The most important fact is that he was a founder of MAC (Magyar Atlétika 
Szövetség MASZ) in 1875 which was the first athletic club in Europe. 
Although it was only a short preview of sprint running, I hope you enjoyed it. 
The web site which I talked about can be found here:
URL: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/08/05/sports/olympics/the-100-meter-dash-one-
race-every-medalist-ever.html?_r=0   
(All the Medalists: Men’s 100-Meter Sprint)   Koppány Kerestély (12.d)

Sprint - How fast is a man?

Jesse Owens 
- winner 1936, Berlin

Carl Lewis 
- winner 1984, Los Angeles

Usain Bolt 
- winner 2008,2012,2016



16 Language Corner
Tenses

I often hear students boasting: „We learnt 6 / 8 / 12 tenses at primary school!” or just simply 
asking: „How many tenses are there in English? When are we going to cover all of them?”
It seems that many of them think the more tenses they know the better they are at the 
language. Being familiar with complex tenses like Future Perfect certainly suggests a higher level 
of competence, but to be honest, they are very rarely used in everyday situations. It is more 
important to learn the basic tenses and practice them so that you could use them confidently.
You can see a chart with the main tenses here. The examples indicate when these tenses are 
used.

Example Auxiliary used in 
questions and 
negatives

Present Simple I often write letters. DO / DOES
Present Continuous I am writing a letter now. AM / IS /ARE
Past Simple I wrote a letter yesterday. DID
Past Continuous I was writing a letter when John 

called.
WAS / WERE

Present Perfect Simple I have written five letters since 9 
a.m.

HAVE / HAS

Present Perfect Continuous I’m tired. I have been writing 
letters all morning.

HAVE / HAS BEEN

Past Perfect Simple I had already written the letter 
when she told me the news.

HAD

Past Perfect Continuous I had been writing letters for 2 
hours when you arrived.

HAD BEEN

Future Simple I will write the letter tomorrow. WILL
Future Continuous This time tomorrow I will be 

writing letters.
WILL BE

Future Perfect Simple By 10 o’clock, I will have written 3 
letters.

WILL HAVE

Future Perfect Continuous I will have been writing letters for 2 
hours by 10 a.m.

WILL HAVE BEEN

* Continuous is sometimes called Progressive in some coursebooks. (e.g. Present Progressive = 
Present Continuous)
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1. Put the verbs in bracket in the most suitable form (Present Simple or Continuous, Present 
Perfect Simple or Continuous, Past Simple or Continuous, Past Perfect Simple or Continuous)
Dear Sam,
Thanks for your letter. I’m pleased to hear that you’re having a good time in Germany. 
___________________ (you/(stay) with a family? How often _____________________________ 
(you/usually/ visit) your friend, Karl?
Well, I ___________________ (arrive) home last Thursday. My stay in Greece was wonderful. 
__________________(you/ ever/be) to Athens? It is my favourite city in the world, probably 
because I __________________(love) history. The weather was marvellous. The sun 
___________________(shine) all the time. We ___________________(visit) the Acropolis, the 
National Archeological Museum and a lot of interesting places. 
Tomorrow my mother and father ___________________ (come) to stay for a few weeks. I 
___________________ (look forward) to seeing them. On Wednesday, we ___________________ 
(go) to the theatre. My parents ___________________ (live) in York, which is about a 100 
miles from here. They ___________________ (live) there for 30 years. Before that, they 
___________________ (live) in London but they ___________________ (not/ like) the crowd and 
the noise.
Do you know George and Linda? Well, I ___________________ (meet) them yesterday as I 
___________________ (walk) through the park. They had their tennis rackets with them and their 
faces were quite red. They ___________________ (play) tennis in the Sports Centre. We talked for 
a while and they ___________________ (invite) me for a coffee. Unfortunately I couldn’t go with 
them because I ___________________ (arrange) to meet a friend  and I ___________________ 
(not/have) time. 
That’s about all the news for now. Write soon and tell me how you are.
Love, Kim

2. Complete the sentences with the Future Continuous or Future Perfect form of the verb in 
brackets.
1) Tomorrow afternoon we’re going to play squash from 3 o’clock until 4.30. So at 4 o’clock, 
_________________ (we/ play) squash.
2) Don’t phone me between 12 and 2. _________________ (we/ have) lunch then.
3) Phone me after 2 o’clock. ______________________(we/ finish) lunch by then.
4) Can we meet tomorrow afternoon?    Not in the afternoon.  ____________________(I/work).
5) The mechanic _____________________ (fix) my car by tomorrow at 11 o’clock. 
6) Do you think ___________________ (you/ still/ do) the same job in ten years’ time?
7) By the end of the month, I ___________________ (save) $ 300.
8) When your plane arrives tonight, I ___________________ (wait) for you at the airport.
9) If you need to contact me, _______________________ (I/ stay) at the Lion Hotel until Friday.
10) By the end of June, we __________________________ (take) four exam.

3. Put the verbs in brackets in the correct form (Simple or Continuous - Present Perfect, Past 
Perfect or Past)  
1. You look tired. _______________________ (you/ work) hard?
2. Jane is away on holiday.  Oh, is she? Where _________________________ (she / go) ?
3. My brother is an actor. He ____________________ (appear) in several films.
4. I _______________ (lose) my address book. ________________ (you / see) it anywhere?
5. When I arrived, Kate _________________ (wait) for me. She was rather annoyed with me 
because I was late and she _____________________ (wait) for a very long time.



18 Speaking Topic
A new topic has been added to the requirements of the new Matura (final exam):  Economy
 - family finances, money matters, bank, post office, services, shopping (középszint)
 - advertisements, consumerism, business world, finances in English speaking countries (emelt 
szint)
Here is a collection of useful words and phrases:

accountant – könyvelő
apply for a loan - hitelért folyamodik
ATM - bankautomata 
bank account – bankszámla
bank teller – banktisztviselő
bankrupt – csődbe ment, fizetésképtelen
banknote - bankjegy
borrow – kölcsönkér
budget - költségvetés
capital - tőke
cash – készpénz
cashier – pénztáros
coin – fémpénz
cost – vmibe kerül
cost of living – megélhetési költség
credit – hitel
credit card – hitelkártya
credit card holder - hitelkártya tulajdonos
current account - folyószámla 
customer – ügyfél, vásárló
debit card - bankkártya
debt – adósság
deposit – foglaló, letét, bankbetét
donate – adományoz
donation – adomány
earn – pénzt keres
exchange rate – valutaárfolyam
foreign currency – külföldi pénznem, valuta
fortune - vagyon
grant a loan - hitelt biztosítani
income – jövedelem
income tax – jövedelemadó
inflation – infláció, pénzromlás
insurance - biztosítás
insured - biztosított
interest – kamat
invest – befektet
investment – befektetés
loan - kölcsön, hitel
money transfer - pénzátutalás
mortgage - jelzáloghitel

advertise - reklámoz
advertisement - hirdetés, reklám
billboard - óriásplakát 
brand - márka
brochure - prospektus, (ismertető)füzet
campaign - kampány
commercial - reklám (pl. TV, rádió reklám)
flyer - szórólap
hoarding - hirdetőtábla
leaflet - szórólap
logo - jelkép
market research - piackutatás
place an advertisement (in a magazine) - 
hirdetést elhelyezni
poster - poszter, plakát
product - termék
publicity - nyilvánosság, hírverés
slogan - szlogen 

owe - tartozik
pay interest - kamatot fizetni
pay off a loan - hitelt kifizetni
recession – gazdasági visszaesés
salary – fizetés
sale – kiárusítás, eladás
save – takarékoskodik, spórol
savings account - megtakarítási számla
sell – elad
spend – költ
stockbroker -bróker, tőzsdeügynök
stock exchange - tőzsde
stock market investor -tőzsdei befektető
wealth – gazdagság
wealthy – gazdag

Bank, insurance, investment

Advertising
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online shopping - internetes vásárlás
auction sites - aukciós oldalak
bid - licit
bargain - jó vétel, alku
cart - kosár
chain store - üzletlánc
checkout - pénztár
delivery - házhozszállítás
discount - kedvezmény
mail order - csomagküldő szolgálat
merchant - kereskedő
price tag - árcédula
purchase - vásárol
retailer - kiskereskedés
shipping - szállítás
shipping cost - szállítási költség
street market - utcai árusítás
till - pénztárgép
window shopping - kirakat nézegetés
wholesaler - nagykereskedő

Envelope budgeting is a way to limit your spending 
by putting your money into real or virtual envelopes. 
You may have envelopes for Clothing, Restaurants, 
and Entertainment with a specific amount available in 
each for the month. You should not spend more than 
what you have in that envelope.

Founded in 1998, PayPal is a leading, 
worldwide payment processing 
company. The service can process 
payments for merchants. 

Shopping, online shopping

Amazon is the largest Internet-based 
retailer in the world by total sales and 
market capitalization ($136 billion U.S 
dollars)

eBay is an online auction and shopping 
website, best known for its consumer-to-
consumer sales.

Bitcoin is a form of digital currency that can be sent electronically from person 
to person without a bank. It can be used internationally, and you can buy and 
sell Bitcoins using world currencies such as U.S. dollars, Euros, and more.

live (from) hand to mouth – 
spend all the money you earn on 
basic needs such as food, without 
being able to save any money
live within your means – live 
on less money than you have or 
earn
tighten your belt – spend less 
money, eat less food, etc. because 
there is little available
make ends meet – earn enough 
to pay your living expenses
be strapped for cash – 
(informal) have very little money
on a shoestring – with very little 
money
be in the black - have money, 
for example in your bank account
be well off – be rich enough to 
have a high standard of living

Idioms
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A  Interview
• What do you think of giving pocket money to kids?
• At what age should kids get money from their parents?
• Can money buy happiness?
• What do you spend your money on?
• How can teenagers earn money?
• Have you ever bought something online?
• What is your opinion of discount stores?
• What kind of things do you often shop for?
• What kinds of things are you saving your money for?
• What shop did you like best and what shop did you like least?
• What was the last thing you bought for someone else?
• What was the last thing you bought for yourself?
• If someone gave you a lot of money, what would you do with it?

B  Situation
You want to buy a birthday present for your mother, but you don’t have any money. Ask your 
friend (the examiner) to lend you some.

C  Picture based discussion
These pictures show different ways of buying things. Compare and contrast them including the 
following points:
• availability
• choice of goods
• prices
• guarantees / ways of making a complaint

D  Debate
Read the following statement. Do you agree or disagree with it? Prepare some arguments to 
support your opinion, then discuss it with the examiner responding to any counter-arguments 
he / she has.
a) Post offices are no longer necessary in the age of the internet.
b) It is not safe to buy things on the internet.
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E A S T E R R A B B I T G J E G N R

P O D P E N T E C O S T R B O R A T

T O H I D E V X S U I Z P E T A L B

C V T O S P R I N K L E H V U S Z I

E R W Y F H Q K O T O B L O S S O M

G M T O R I P E N O M C S I P C O O

G C O C K A D E Y S E E D P R U N E

D R E T H J K L M P N V D C I B P M

P L A N T N K B B R I P E V N E T A

F U F L O W E R M O E R W H G E B Y

U R L E W B N A T U R E N X V T E P

G U E A A Y I N W T H A W C P R Q O

A Z B F T N U C O P L C V X R E N L

B P S W E E D H S L H A M S W A L E

N O P E R M O T H E R S D A Y T I R

1. Petal
2. Cockade
3. Spring
4. Flower
5. Ripe
6. Pentecost
7. May pole
8. Weed
9. Thaw
10. To water
11. To sprinkle

12. Easter rabbit
13. Dew
14. Branch
15. Prune
16. Egg
17. Ham
18. To sprout
19. Grass
20. Leaf
21. Plant
22. Seed
23. To ripen
24. Treat
25. To hide
26. Mother’s day
27. To blossom
28. Nature

Wordsearch - Spring

The following words (all related to spring) have been hidden in the chart. Find them! 
Also, you can define them and explain their connection with the beautiful season of spring.

Spring flowers
Match the pictures with the names.

A
B C

D

1. pansy
2. iris
3. snowdrop
4. lily of the valley
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1. I intend to live forever… or die trying. 
2. We never knew he was a drunk… until he sho-
wed up to work sober. 
3. A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad 
memory. 
4. A blind man walks into a bar….And a table, and 
a chair.
 5. At what age is it appropriate to tell my dog that 
he’s adopted? 
6. Want to hear a pizza joke…. nah, it’s too cheesy. 
What about a construction joke? Oh never mind, 
I’m still working on that one. Did you hear the one 
about the rope? Skip it. Have you heard the one 
about the guy in the wheelchair? Never mind, it’s 
too lame. 
7. I used to be in a band, we were called ‘lost dog’. 
You probably saw our posters. 
8. I childproofed the house… but they still get in!

What’s a foot long and slippery?
A slipper.

A man is walking in the desert with his 
horse and his dog when the dog says, 
“I can’t do this. I need water.” The man 
says, “I didn’t know dogs could talk.”
The horse says, “Me neither!”

How Long is a Chinese man’s name.
No, it actually is.

Q: What do you get when you cross a 
computer with an elephant? 
A: Lots of memory! 

Q: What has forty feet and sings? 
A: The school choir! 

Q: What did one wall say to the other 
wall? 
A: I'll meet you at the corner. 

Q: Why was the broom late? 
A: It over swept! 

Q: What goes up and down but does 
not move? 
A: Stairs 

Q: What has a head, a tail, is brown, and 
has no legs? 
A: A penny! 

Did you hear about the guys who stole a 
calendar? They each got 6 months.

How can you tell it’s been raining cats 
and dogs?
When you step into a poodle.

Why was the cook arrested?
He was beating an egg.

What’s a good name for a retired artist? 
Drew.
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Quiz
If you read the articles carefully, you can answer the following questions. 
Try it!
1. When is the Annual English Quiz?
2. Who was the king of Hungary on March 15th, 1848?
3. What is the name of the day when Jesus was crucified?
4. When do they celebrate Mother’s day in the United States?
5. What do people celebrate at Passover (Seder Night)?
6. How many glasses of wine should be drunk during Seder night?
7. In which theatre can you see the play: The Art of Comedy?
8. Is a sol longer or shorter than a day?
9. Why can you rarely see the shark in Spielberg’s classic film, Jaws?
10. Where did Oliver Stone get his idea for his film: „Platoon”?
11. Who played the main character in „Truman Show”?
12. What can you eat at Amber’s?
13. How many members does the band „Úrfi” have?
14. Why are pesticides harmful for bees?
15. Who holds the current record in 100 m dash?
16. Who won the 100 m sprint in Berlin in 1936?
17. What is ‚Bitcoin’?
18. How can envelope budgeting help you save money?
19. What is the English name of „gyöngyvirág”?
20. Who painted the picture on the cover of the magazine?

Give your answers to your teacher or send them to 
our email address: 
4Uszmg@gmail.com

and win a prize!




