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From the editors The Christmas edition of the magazine would like 
to give you interesting articles, intriguing puzzles 
and funny jokes, i.e. entertainment for the time 
of the Christmas break. Enjoy the holidays, have a 
rest, meet friends and, most of all: 

Have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
See you in 2019!
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of the English Department

ROUND ONE
1. What was her pen name for her six romances? 
2. How did she get a good knowledge of poisons, 
which features in many of her novels?
3. One of her novels became the best-selling book 
of all time. Which one?
4. Which one of her mystery plays holds the world 
record for the longest initial run?
5. What sort of “special ability” did her mother 
have?
6. Why did she form her famous character Hercule 
Poirot as a Belgian refugee?
7. Which one of her detectives did she prefer, 
Poirot or Miss Marple?
8. Christie disappeared in 1926. Where was she 
found?
9. How did her second husband’s, Max Mallowan’s 
job influence her writings?
10. When did she write her famous novel: Murder 
on the Orient Express?  

ANNUAL ENGLISH QUIZ 
2019

The life and works of 
Agatha Christie

Országos Általános Iskolai 
Tanulmányi Verseny

Four students from our school 
passed the first round and can 
compete in the second round.

Opra Maja 8 B
 Muladi Zétény  8 B

Rezsek Fanni 8 A
Ádelmann Ádin 8 B

Congratulations
and good luck in the second 

round!

The Annual English Quiz is going to focus on the 
life and works of Agatha Christie. The Quiz is 
going to take place in April, but the teams must 
hand in the answers to the preliminary rounds in 
order to qualify.
The questions will be published in our magazine 
and on the website of the English Department.

Novels by Agatha Christie 
contestants must read:
• And There Were None
• The ABC Murders
• The Mirror Crack’d 

from Side to Side

All of them can be found in graded 
reader editions.
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The Gospel of Matthew  
Mt 1:18-25; 2:1-12

Last year you could read the Gospel of Luke 
abut the first Christmas. This year let’s see how 

St. Matthew writes about the birth of Christ. 
The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she 
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

The Visit of the Wise Men
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road.

 (New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition - NRSVCE)
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Shoe-box sized happiness

Christmas is right around the corner. It’s the most wonderful time of the year. The lights in the 
city when it’s dark, all the good smells, the snow, the families coming together, and of course, 
the gifts. Everyone loves getting and giving presents to their loved ones, it’s part of the holiday 
and also, it’s exciting and fun. But we have to think of those who can’t afford to buy gifts, too.

Imagine being a little kid, and seeing all your friends and classmates getting nice things while 
knowing your family can’t afford to buy you anything. Or living in an orphanage and not even 
having a family, not to talk about not getting anything for Christmas. Just in Hungary, thousands 
of little and not so little kids are in these situations. Can you imagine how bad it could be for them? 
It’s bad all the time, but around the holidays, it’s much worse. And this is why it’s important for us 
to help them have a happier Christmas.

There are organizations that specialise in helping you to help others. For example, there is one 
called „Cipősdoboz akció”. I’m sure a lot of you have already heard of it. Basically, it’s about 
getting a shoe-box, and filling it up with all your old (but still useable and nice) things. Or your 
younger siblings’ toys that they don’t use anymore but are still in a good condition. These are 
things that are „useless” for you, but they can make other kids very happy. After you made the 
package with all the gifts inside, you just have to pin it down, wrap it up. Then write a text on the 
outside of the pack about the age group you recommend the gift to, considering the things you 
put in it. For example, like this: „boy 12” or „girl 7”

When you are ready, you just have to take your package to the collecting point nearest to you 
until the 20th of December. They will deliver all the boxes to orphanages, hospitals etc. before 
Christmas Eve.

You can even apply to be a volunteer!

You can find all information about the boxes and about being a volunteer, as well as the list of the 
collecting points on this website:

www.ciposdoboz.hu
Mercédesz Lévai (10 A)Other Christmas charity 

campaigns
Mikulásgyár
at Millenáris Park, Lurdy ház
      mikulasgyar.hu

Adni öröm! - 
in SPAR / INTERSPAR supermarkets
organized by Máltai Szeretetszolgálat
      www.adniorom.hu
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Christmas caroling

Where do these Christmas traditions come from? Find out more 
about their history!

Singing songs on the shortest day of the year, the 
Winter Solistice, was common in pagan times. Later, the 

songs were replaced by Christian hymns. The word ‘carol’ 
means dance or sing a song of praise. During Oliver Cromwell’s 
rule, singing carols was banned, but people kept the tradition. 
In the 19th century they became popular again, people wrote 
new hymns, too. They went to the streets singing at Christmas, 
and caroling has been around ever since.

The first Christmas crackers were made in the 
1840s. They were invented by an English candy maker, Tom  

Smith. He put a banger in the wrapping of his candies, so that 
when the wrapper is pulled apart, it gives a sound. First, there 
were candies inside, but later all kinds of objects could be 
found in crackers: party hats,  jewellery etc. They have been a 
Christmas party favourite since then. Two people pull the two 

ends apart, the winner keeps the gifts inside. It’s fun.

According to legend, the first candy canes were made in 
Germany in 1670, when the children were given candies at church, 

so that they be quiet.  The earliest recipe dates back to 1846, and 
they have been put on Christmas trees since 1882. The shape of the 
canes represent the ‘croisier’ (the stick carried by shepherds and 
later bishops), and it also resembles the letter J for Jesus. Candy 

canes are red and white, and have a peppermint flavour.

The Yule Log is a large block of wood, originally a whole 
tree that is burned at the fireplace at Christmas. It is lit from the 

remains of last year’s log, and it is supposed to last for the Twelve 
Days of Christmas.
Chocolate Yule Log is now a popular Christmas dessert.

Christmas crackers

Christmas candy canes

The Yule Log
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Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer

Christmas melodies are also all around us. When we go to shopping 
centres or turn on the radio, we can hear the traditional Christmas 
carols and modern songs written for the occasion. 

Santa Claus is Coming to Town

White Christmas

Oh, You better watch out
You better not cry
Better not pout
I’m telling you why
Santa Claus is coming to town

He’s making a list
And checking it twice
Gonna find out Who’s naughty and nice
Santa Claus is coming to town

He sees you when you’re sleeping
He knows when you’re awake
He knows if you’ve been bad or good
So be good for goodness sake!

O! You better watch out!
You better not cry
Better not pout
I’m telling you why
Santa Claus is coming to town
Santa Claus is coming to town

Rudolf, the red-nosed reindeer
had a very shiny nose.
And if you ever saw him,
you would even say it glows.

All of the other reindeer
used to laugh and call him names.
They never let poor Rudolf
play in any reindeer games. 

Then one foggy Christmas eve
Santa came to say:
„Rudolf with your nose so bright, 
won’t you guide my sleigh tonight?” 

Then all the reindeer loved him
as they shouted out with glee:
„Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer,
you’ll go down in history!”

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas 
Just like the ones I used to know
Where the treetops glisten 
and children listen 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas 
With every Christmas card I write 
May your days be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmases be white

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas 
With every Christmas card I write 
May your days be merry and bright 
And may all your Christmases be white

Read the lyrics of some of the 
songs and find out what they 

are about.
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Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (2018)

The latest fantasy movie is a sequel to the film Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them. It was directed by 
David Yates and written by J. K. Rowling. Truly this is a 
Harry Potter history.

The main characters are Grindelwald (Johnny Depp), 
Goethius Salmander (Eddie Redmayne), Albus 
Dumbladore (Jude Law), Credence Barebone (Ezra 
Miller), Leta Lestrange (Zoe Kravitz), Porpentina 
Goldstein (Katherine Waterston) and many more 
famous characters.

In 1927, the Magical Congress of the United States 
of America is transferring Gellert Grindelwald, the 
powerful dark wizard, from their security prison to 
London to be tried for his crimes in Europe. However, 
Grindelwald escapes.

Three months later in London, Goethius Salmander 
appeals to the Ministry of Magic to restore his 

international travel rights. While at the Ministry, Goethius runs into Leta Lestrange, an old 
Hogwarts classmate who is engaged to his brother, Theseus, an auror in the Department 
of Magical Law Enforcement. The Ministry offers to restore Goethius’s travel rights if he 
is willing to assist Theseus. They think that Credence is Leta’s long-lost brother, Corvus 
Lestrange, the last of a long line of pure-blood wizards. Grindelwald believes only Credence 
can kill his equal, Hogwarts Professor Albus Dumbledore.

Salmander’s friends, Queenie Goldstein and Jacob Kowalski, arrive at his house. Queenie 
says she and Jacob have followed her sister, Tina, to Europe where she is searching for 
Credence.

In Paris, Tina searches for Credence at a show at the Circus Arcanus.  However, Credence and 
Nagini, a young female circus attraction who transforms into a snake, escape. Meanwhile,  
Goethius and Jacob want to find Tina.

Goethius and his friend go to the Grindelwald’s meeting. Grindelwald wants to distroy the 
aurors and wants to collect followers. Some interesting people join him. 

The movie has a lot of awesome scenes, the photography is amazing. 

I love this more than the first Fantastic movie, so I warmly recommend watching it.

Krisztina Bujdosó (10 E) 
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The Princess Switch (2018)

This is a 2018 American Christmas romantic comedy directed by Mike Rohl. The main characters 
are Stacy De Novo and Lady Margaret (Vanessa Hudgens), Edward (Sam Palladio), Kevin (Nick 
Sagar) and Olivia (Alexa Adeosun).

The story is about Stacy, who lives in Chicago and works in a pastry shop with her friend Kevin, 
who has a daughter called Olivia. 

One day the shop gets an invitation to the the world’s most awesome pastry competition in the 
Kingdom of Belgravia. They accept it.

After they arrive, Stacy and Kevin go to the television studio where the competition will take 
place. Stacy immediately clashes with former winner Brianna, who will do everything to win, 
and starts by staining Stacy’s apron. Stacy leaves to get a new apron and meets Lady Margaret 
Delacourt, Duchess of Montenaro and future bride of Edward, the kingdom’s Crown Prince. 
Margaret and Stacy look the same so the two girls then exchange roles for a couple of days and 
agree to return to their lives just in time for the wedding and the competition.

Stacy lives like a princess and begins to fall in love with the formal Prince Edward, while Margaret 
lives like a normal girl and falls in love with Kevin.

The big day arrives and Queen Caroline discovers the truth when the butler shows pictures of the 
two girls when they exchanged their identity, and Margaret tells the truth to the prince. 

At the competition Brianna sabotages Stacy, but in the end, they win the first prize.
The girls tell the truth to both boys and in the end Stacy and Edward will be married.

In my opinion, this is a fantastic movie.  It is lovely, romantic, funny, moving and, the best of all, 
it is a wonderful Christmas movie.
And you know: Christmas is full of miracles. 

Krisztina Bujdosó (10 E)
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Peg Star

Christmas Tree variations

What you need:

• Hot glue
• Rope
• Clothes pegs

How to make it:

First you need to take apart the pegs. Then take the 
hot glue and glue together the pins on their back. 
After this you can glue together all the new pins to 
get a star (if you do this on the shorter side you get 
a small star, but if you glue them on the longer side 
you get a big circle star). 
When you are done, the only thing left to do is to put 
it on the top of your Christmas tree.

Vilmos Fábri (10 E)

Christmas 
Twigs

Pillow tree Tree made of 
bottles

Tree made of gold 
and diamonds

Tree made of 
books Christmas Tyre Tree Your Christmas Tree
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Gingerbread

DIRECTIONS
1.  Cream butter and brown sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in molasses, egg and water. 
In another bowl, whisk together remaining ingredients minus frosting; gradually beat into 
creamed mixture. Divide dough in half. Shape each into a disk; cover. Refrigerate until easy to 
handle, about 30 minutes.
2. Preheat oven to 350°. On a lightly floured surface, roll each portion of dough to 
1/8-in. thickness. Cut with a floured 4-in. gingerbread man cookie cutter. Place 2 in. apart on 
greased baking sheets.
3. Bake until edges are firm, 8-10 minutes. Remove to wire racks to cool completely. 
Frost as desired.

Regina Ványi (10 A)

INGREDIENTS
• 1/2 cup butter, softened
• 3/4 cup packed dark brown sugar
• 1/3 cup molasses
•  1 large egg
• 2 tablespoons water
• 2-2/3 cups all-purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 2 teaspoons ground ginger
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
• 1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
• Frosting of choice

One of our favorite desserts at Christmas is gingerbread. We can make cute shapes out 
of it, or build a house from it for our loved ones. It is a popular and tasty surprise for 
everyone. And of course the preparation is not difficult. I hope this recipe will motivate 
you to try to prepare it.

Did you know?
The village of Vácrátót, which is located about 45 km 
from Budapest, sets up a gingerbread village every 
year. The residents bake the ingredients for three 
weeks before opening the exhibition on December 
15th.  This year they used 50 kg of flour, 15 kg of 
honey, 40 kg of sugar and 250 eggs. The gingerbread 
village can be seen at the parish house .
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A British dessert for Christmas - There is no Christmas without 
tasty desserts so let me show you how to make one of them.

INGREDIENTS      
• 1 large jar mincemeat (about 600g)
• 2 satsumas, segmented 
( a tangerine of a hardy loose-skinned variety, originally 
grown in Japan)
• 1 apple, finely chopped
• zest 1 lemon
• little icing sugar, for dusting

For the pastry
• 375g plain flour
• 260g unsalted butter, softened
• 125g caster sugar, plus extra for sprinkling
• 1 large egg, plus 1 beaten egg for glazing

DIRECTIONS
1. Place 375g plain flour and 260g softened unsalted butter in a bowl and rub 
together to a crumb consistency.
2. Add 125g caster sugar and 1 large beaten egg, and mix together.
3. Tip out onto a lightly floured surface and fold until the pastry comes together, 
be careful not to over mix.
4. Wrap the pastry in cling film and chill for 10 mins.
5. Scoop the large jar of mincemeat into a bowl and add 2 segmented satsumas, 
1 finely chopped apple and zest of 1 lemon.
6. Heat oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7.
7. Roll out the pastry to 3mm thick.
8. Using a round cutter (about 10cm), cut out 16 bases and place them into 
muffin trays. Put 1½ tbsp mincemeat mixture into each. Brush the edge of each pie with 
a little beaten egg.
9. Re-roll out the pastry to cut 7cm lids and press them on top to seal. Glaze with 
the beaten egg, sprinkle with the extra caster sugar, then make a small cut in the tops.
10. Bake the mince pies for 15-20 mins until golden brown. Leave to cool before 
releasing them from the muffin trays and dusting with a little more icing sugar before 
serving.

Mince pie
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The History of Mince Pie

Mince Pies were originally filled with meat, such as lamb, rather 
than the dried fruits and spices mix as they are today. They were 
also first made in an oval shape to represent the manger that 
Jesus slept in as a baby, with the top representing his swaddling 
clothes. Sometimes they even had a ‚pastry baby Jesus’ on the 
top!

During the Stuart and Georgian times, in the UK, mince pies 
were a status symbol of Christmas. Very rich people liked 
to show off at their Christmas parties by having pies made is 
different shapes (like stars, crescents, hearts, tears, & flowers); 
their fancy shaped pies could often fit together a bit like a 
jigsaw puzzle! They also looked like the ‚knot gardens’ that 
were popular during those periods. Having pies like this meant 
you were rich and could afford to employ the best, and most 
expensive, pastry cooks.

Now they are normally made in a round shape and are eaten 
hot or cold. 
   Cecília Illyés (9nyE)

Mince pie looking like 
baby Jesus in the manger

CHECK OUT the website of the English Department

https://angolmunkkoz.wordpress.com/
or  http://www.szmg.hu/munkakoezoessegek

- latest news

- Quizlet groups 
join links

- previous issues    
 of 4U!  

   (in colour)
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Ice hockey
Ice hockey is a contact team sport set on 
ice in a rink. Two teams are playing against 
each other and try to shoot the hockey puck 
in the opposing team’s net to score point 
for the win. The two teams consist of 6 six 
players: one goaltender, who prevents the 
opposing team from scoring a goal, and 5 
players who skate to hit the puck into the 
other team’s goal. The whole team has 20+2 
players but only six players can be on the ice 
at the same time, the other 16 players sit on 
a bench behind the rink during the game and 
wait for the substitution. They don’t have 
to be afraid that they won’t play during the 
match because this is a very intensive sport 
and the players are constantly substituting 
each other. 

The risk of injuries is not uncommon in the 
games. Firstly, as it was mentioned earlier, it 
is a full contact sport, and secondly, the risk of 
accidents can be higher because the players’ 
skating speed can reach 50 km/h. In this 
sport the most frequent types of injuries are 
broken bones, concussions, ligament tears… 
and we haven’t mentioned everything yet! As 
we can see it, being an ice hockey player is not 
the world’s safest thing, so they need special 
equipment which protects them during 
the match. The protective equipment is 
mandatory. It includes a helmet with a plastic 
visor or cage, shoulder pads, elbow pads, 
a mouth guard, protective gloves, hockey 

shorts, shin pads, 
skates and optionally 
a neck protector. 
The goaltenders 
need a bit different 
equipment because 
the hockey pucks can 
be approaching them 
at speeds of up to 160 km/h. The tenders wear 
specialized goalie skates which emphasize 
the movement from side to side rather than 
forwards or backwards, a jock, large leg pads, 
blocking glove, a chest protector, goalie mask 
and a large jersey. The protective gear has 
become larger and larger, leading to fewer 
goals in each game and even the official rules 
have changed. 

Some facts about the famous 
hockey fights. Although it is officially 
prohibited in the hockey rules, it can 
be seen frequently. When the team’s 
skilled player gets a hit or the team 
tries to demoralize the opposing 
players while exciting their own, 
they start a fight. The crowds really 
like it and they cheer when it breaks 
out. Nevertheless, the fights have 
consequences like a misconduct 
penalty and suspension.

The sport is very popular in Russia, the 
USA, Canada, Sweden, Finland (the Nordic 
Countries) and in Eastern Europe.

Balázs Bodon  (10 E)
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Major Ice Hockey Leagues

OUTDOOR RINKS
Városligeti Műjégpálya 
MÜPA Jégpálya 
BÁLNA Jégpálya 
Óbuda Fő tér 
Óbuda Csobánka tér
Újpest Szent István tér
Belváros, Szent István tér
VI. ker. Hunyadi tér
VIII. ker. Horváth Mihály tér
XI. ker. Allee
XIV. ker. Bosnyák tér
Csepel Szent Imre tér
Arena Plaza Jégterasz

INDOOR RINKS
Vasas Jégcentrum (IV. ker.Homoktövis 
u. 1.)
Marczibányi Sportcentrum 
(Marczibányi tér 16)
BHG Jég (1117 Sopron út 21)
Budai Műjégpálya (Széna tér)
Kőbányai Jégpálya (1105 Ihász u. 24.)
Pesterzsébeti Jégcsarnok (1201 Zodony 
u.)

 

NHL
The National Hockey League (NHL) is 
the most popular professional hockey 
league in the world. There are 31 teams 
(24 from the United States, 7 from 
Canada. The winner gets the Stanley 
Cup.

The most famous teams:
Washington Capitals
Pittsburgh Penguins
Toronto Maple Leafs
Detroit Red Wings
New Jersey Devils
Edmonton Oilers

KHL
It is the second strongest league 
after NHL. It is based in Eastern 
Europe, there are 25 clubs from 
Russia, Finland, China, Slovakia, 
Latvia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. 
The winner gets the Gagarin Cup 
at the end of the season.

Some teams:
Dinamo Moscow
Jokerit Helsinki
CSKA Moscow
Lokomotiv Yaroslav

Match the logos and the teams

St Louis
Anaheim

Pittsburgh
New Jersey
Las Vegas
San Jose
Nashville

Edmonton
Calgary
Chicago

Tampa Bay

Skating in Budapest

a

b

d

c

e

f g

h

i

j

k
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Articles

used with singular countable nouns  (eg  a cat, 
a door)
a - before a consonant
an - before a vowel
BUT cannot be used with uncountable or 
plural countable nouns, adjectives  
 
USE:
• when we mention something for the 
first time
A man and a woman were sitting opposite me. 
• when we say what kind of person/

Indefinite article: a / an

Definite article: the
can be used with both countable and 
uncountable nouns
USE:
• when we are thinking about one 
particular thing
Shut the door!  How did you like the film?  (the 
listener knows which film is meant)
• when we talk about things/persons 
that have already been mentioned
She’s got two children: a boy and a girl. The 
girl’s eight and the boy is six.
• when there is only one of something
What is the longest river in the world?
The Earth goes round the Sun and the Moon 
goes round the Earth.
the sky, the ground, the country, the 
environment  (but in space !!)
• before same
These two photographs are the same.
• with musical instruments
Can you play the guitar?
• geographical areas (seaside, 
mountains etc)
I love the mountains but I hate the sea.
• with the following place names: 
seas, oceans  (the Atlantic)
mountain groups (the Himalayas, the Alps)
island groups  (the British Isles, the Bahamas)
areas (the Middle East, the Midwest)

countries with ’Republic’, ’Kingdom’ or 
’States’  (the USA, the United Kingdom)
   + The Netherlands
rivers  (the Rhine, the Nile, the Danube)
deserts  (the Sahara)
hotels/restaurants/pubs  (the Grand Hotel, 
the Red Lion, the Bombay Restaurant)
theatres/cinemas   (the Palace Theatre, the 
Odeon Cinema)
museums/galleries  (the British Museum, the 
Tate Gallery)
other buildings  (the Empire State Building, 
the White House)
• with newspapers  (the Washington 
Post,  the Guardian)
• in some expressions:
the radio, go to the cinema, the theatre
• we use the + adjective (without 
a noun) to talk about groups of people, 
especially:
the young (= the young people), the old, the 
elderly, the rich, the poor, the unemployed, 
the homeless   (The rich should help the poor.)
the sick, the disabled, the injured, the dead
• we can use the with some 
nationality adjectives to mean ’the people of 
that country’
The French are famous for their food.  (plural!!)
the Spanish, the Dutch, the Chinese

thing somebody/something is
A dog is an animal.  I’m an optimist.  What a 
lovely dress!
• when we say what people’s profes-
sions or jobs are
Sandra is a nurse. I’m a doctor. He is a musici-
an.    (*He is musician)  *= incorrect
• in expressions
once a week, three times a year, £ 1.20 a kilo
I’ve got a headache / a cold / a cough / a tem-
perature
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No article is used

February 2015:  Tenses, Chat language
May 2015:  Word Formation
December 2015:  Phrasal Verbs
February 2016:  Collocations
May 2016:  Prepositions
Autumn 2016:  Verb Patterns
Christmas 2016:  Wish
March 2017:  Tenses
Autumn 2017:  Comparison
Christmas 2017:  Conditionals
March 2018: Passive
June 2018: Modal verbs 1.
Autumn 2018: Modal verbs 2.

February 2015:  Cinema and Theatre
May 2015:  Health and Illnesses
December 2015:  Work
February 2016:  Home
May 2016:  Travelling
Autumn 2016:  Environment
Christmas 2016:  Holidays and Celebrations
March 2017:  Economy
Autumn 2017:  Reading
Christmas 2017:  Family
March 2018: Crime
June 2018:  Technology
Autumn 2018: Education

Language Corner topics in 
previous issues

Speaking Topics in previous 
issues

• with plural and uncountable nouns to 
talk about things in general
Life is hard  (*The life is hard.) 
I’m afraid of dogs. (* I’m afraid of the dogs)
Crime is a problem in most cities (*The crime is a 
problem in most cities)
• with names of people
Ann,  Mrs Taylor, Captain Jones,  President 
Clinton,  Saint Francis, Aunt Maggie, Uncle Sam
• with certain place names:
continents  (Africa, Europe, South America etc)
countries  (France, Japan, Switzerland) 
counties, states, regions  (Texas, Tuscany, 
Central Europe)
islands  (Corsica, Sicily) 
cities, towns etc  (Cairo, New York, Budapest)
single mountains  (Mount Everest, Mount Etna, 
Kilimanjaro)
lakes  (Lake Michigan, Lake Balaton)
streets/roads/squares/parks  (Main Street, Fifth 
Avenue, Broadway, Hyde Park)
names of buildings and institutions if the first 
word is the name of a person or a place

     (Victoria Station, Westminster Abbey, 
London Zoo, St Paul’s Cathedral, McDonalds)
• names of companies, airlines  (Fiat, 
IBM, British Airways   *the IBM  )
• certain expressions:
- school, university, hospital, prison, church     
           I go to school. = Iskolába járok.    She has 
gone to the school = Elment az iskolába.
          He is in hospital. = Kórházban van.    He is 
in the hospital = A kórházépületben van.
- go to bed / be in bed
- go to work / be at work / start work / finish 
work
- go home / come home / arrive home / be at 
home
• names of meals 
to have breakfast, lunch, dinner, supper
• before noun + number  
Platform 4,  Gate 23,  Room 109, page 87, size 
43
•  with the word  television    
(I often watch television. We watched the 
news on TV.)



18 Exam Topic

Hobbies and free time activities
Useful phrases
free time - szabadidő
take up (a hobby)- elkezdeni egy 
hobbit
give up (a hobby) - abbahagyni
join a club - csatlakozik egy klubhoz
collect - gyűjt
collection - gyűjtemény
album - album
magnifying glass - nagyító
stamp - bélyeg
coin - érme
china - porcelán
napkin - szalvéta
beer mat - poháralátét
postcard - képeslap
poster - poszter
calendar - naptár
trading card - cserélhető kártya (pl. 
focis kártya)
antique - régiség
model railway - vasútmodell
gardening - kertészkedés
DIY - barkácsolás
handicraft - kézművesség
wood carving - fafaragás
sculpting - szobrászat
pottery - agyagozás
bird watching - madárles
hiking - túrázás
hunting - vadászat
drawing - rajzolás
sewing - varrás
knitting - kötés
needlework - kézimunka
embroidery - hímzés
fishing - horgászat
doing crossword puzzles - kereszt-
rejtvényt fejteni
playing cards - kártyázni
playing board games - társasjáté-
kozni
playing RPG (role playing games)- 
szerepjátékot játszani
playing chess - sakkozni

CARDS
pack / deck - pakli
shuffle - keverni
deal cards - osztani
suits - színek
hearts - kőr
diamonds - káró
spades - pikk
clubs - treff
jack - bubi
queen - dáma
king - király
ace - ász

ADJECTIVES
relaxing - pihentető
beneficial - hasznos
educational - oktató
entertaining - szórakoztató
fruitful - gyümölcsöző
time-consuming - időigényes
lucrative - jövedelmező

BOARD GAMES
board - tábla
pieces - bábuk
dice (die) - dobókocka
draw - húzni

CHESS
board - tábla
piece - bábu
pawn - gyalog
bishop - futó
rook - bástya
knight - huszár
queen - vezér
king - király
check - sakk
checkmate - matt

play the guitar - gitározni
practise - gyakorolni
choir - kórus
play computer games - számítógépes játékkal játszani
surf the Net - internetezni
taking photos - fényképezni
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A  Interview
• How much free time do you have?
• What do you do in your free time?
• What hobbies do you have? When did you take it up? Why?
• Why do people take up hobbies?
• Have you or somebody in your family ever collected something?
• Does your hobby influence your choice of friends?
• Can a hobby be dangerous?
• Which hobbies are the most popular in your country?
• Are there any hobbies you would like to try?

B  Situation - Giving advice
Your grandmother / grandfather has just retired.  Suggest what activities he / she could do in 
their free time. Some ideas: pottery class, knitting, computer course, fishing

Consider:
-costs
-place
-benefits

C  Debate
Read the following statement. Give your opinion and argue for or against the proposition. 
React to the counter-arguments too.

“Hobbies are a waste time.”

D  Picture based discussion
These pictures show different free time activities. Compare and contrast them including the 
following points:
• costs
• benefits
• hobbies you have
• other popular free time activities

Anita Máté
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Crossword

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1. Eight very different couples in the hectic month before Christmas
2. Two women change homes for Christmas after their breakups.
3. A New York cop saves a Christmas party from robbers.
4. It is the latest Christmas movie about a green creature who doesn’t like Christmas.
5. An 1983 classic about a boy called Ralphie, who wants a gun for Christmas
6. (The...) A man accidentally kills Santa and has to replace him at Christmas.
7. An 8-year-old boy is left behind and has to defend his house from burglars.
8. (The...) A magical trains takes kids to the North Pole to meet Santa Claus.
9. A dark comedy about a thief disguised as Santa.

The word in grey: _____________________

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8 9

10 16 11

12 13

14

15 27

ACROSS
1. People eat it in England at Christmas.
6. To make someone hurry.
7. Angry.
9. The internet code of Greenland
10. You say it when you disagree with something.
11. Second Life.
12. The opposite of beautiful.
14. Your brother’s son.
15. The letters of hole, mixed.

DOWN
1. The boy’s name in Dickens’ „Christmas Carol”.
2. One of Santa’s reindeers.
3. A chemical element, its atomic number is 36.
4. You can hunt for them at Easter.
5. A colour.
8. A creature in heaven.
12. One in Italian.
13. Yves Henry Evans.

Crossword - Christmas films 
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S L E I G H S L E G N A

T L Y E W E S S L C G E

V E E O E S U G Y A I I

D B N T R A S N U N N P

S I M E E N E I L D G E

N C I L K T J K E Y E C

O I H T C A E C L C R N

W C C S A C L O O A B I

M L A I R L D T G N R M

A E Y M C A N S S E E O

N F C H R U A I S L A T

T R E E M S C A F S D V

Word Search - Christmas

Word Scramble

ANGELS
BELL
CANDLE
CHIMNEY
CANDY CANE
CRACKER
ELF
GINGERBREAD
ICICLE
JESUS
MINCE PIE
MISTLETOE
SANTA CLAUS
SLEIGH
SNOWMAN
STOCKINGS
TREE
YULE LOG

The remaining letters give the title of a Christmas carol: 
  _________________________________________

Put the letters in order in 
order to get a word related to 
winter.

eernedri ___________
naregm ____________
diahlyo ____________
iftg        _____________
lyloh     _____________
ngiisk   _____________
eoln _____________
pulhord ____________
aolrcs  _____________
rgnreeeev ___________



22 Jokes

Q: What do you call a bear with no teeth?
A: A gummy bear!

Q: Where do cows go for entertainment?
A: To the moo-vies!

Q:  Why can’t you give Elsa a balloon?
A: Because she will let it go!

Q: What do you get when you cross a 
snowman with a vampire?
A: Frostbite!

Q:  Why did the chicken cross the 
playground?
A:  To get to the other slide?

Q:  What can you catch but not throw?
A:  A cold!

Q:  What has hands but can’t clap?
A:  A clock!

Q: Why is it dangerous to play cards in the 
jungle?
A:  Because there are so many CHEETAHS!

Q:  Why are teddy bears never hungry?
A:  Because they are always stuffed!

Q:  Where do people go when they have 
two broken legs?
A:  Nowhere!

Q:  What kind of food does a racehorse eat?
A:  Fast Food!

Q: How are false teeth like stars?
A: They come out at night!

Q: How can you tell a vampire has a cold?
A: She starts coffin.

Q: What’s worse than finding a worm in 
your apple?
A: Finding half a worm.

Three guys are convicted of a very serious crime, 
and they’re all sentenced to twenty years in 
solitary confinement. They’re each allowed one 
thing to bring into the cell with them. 
     The first guy asks for a big stack of books. The 
second guy asks for his wife. And the third guy 
asks for two hundred cartons of cigarettes. 
    At the end of the twenty years, they open up 
the first guy’s cell. He comes out and says, „I 
studied so hard. I’m so bright now, I could be a 
lawyer. It was terrific.” 
    They open up the second guy’s door. He comes 
out with his wife, and they’ve got five new kids. 
He says. „It was the greatest thing of my life. 
My wife and I have never been so close. I have a 
beautiuful new family. I love it.” 
   They open up the third guy’s door, and he’s 
slapping at his pockets, going „Anybody got a 
match?”



23Questions

If you read the articles carefully, you can answer the following questions. 
Try it!
1. What is the topic of the Annual English Quiz in 2019?
2. Where did the Wise Men come from?
3. What can you put in the shoe box to help others?
4. What does the word “carol” mean?
5. Who invented Christmas crackers?
6. Why were the first candy canes made, according to legend?
7. What is used to light the Yule log?
8. What did Santa tell Rudolph?
9. What does Santa know about you according to the song?
10. Who is Grindelwald in the film Fantastic Beasts: the Crimes of Grindelwald?
11. Where is the Prince from in the film The Princess Switch’?
12. Where do they make a whole village from gingerbread every year?
13. What is a traditional British dessert for Christmas ?
14. How many players are their in a hockey team? How many of them are on the ice at a time?
15. What protective equipment do hockey players wear?
16. Who gets the Stanley Cup?
17. Do you need to use the article “the” with rivers? And lakes?
18. What types of cards are there in a pack?
19. What do we call the different figures in chess?
20. Which Agatha Christie novel was the most popular at the poster contest?

Give your answers to your teacher or send them to 
our email address: 
4Uszmg@gmail.com

and win a prize!
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Agatha Christie 
Poster Contest

Results

I.
Attila Varga (9nyD)

II.

III.

Kincső Szilágyi 
(9nyE)

Boróka Dékány (9nyD)

Audience
award

Anna Sarkadi, Bálint Szőke
Balázs Farkas  (11 B) 


